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way he wished. At the same time I have had to speak with
express emphasis to him on more than one occasion; and
on one occasion (that of Venezuela) have had to make a
display of force and to convince him definitely that I would
use the force if necessary."

It is doubtful if the Kaiser ever experienced a more
humiliating check than Eoosevelt administered to him in the
Venezuela incident of December, 1902, yet he seems to have
cherished no resentment because of it, for barely a year
later he wrote a letter to Eoosevelt which reveals a fine
rapture of delight because the President had written to him
in terms of approval. No copy of the letter from the Pres-
ident which called forth this outburst is extant, for it was
a private note, but happily that of the Kaiser has been
preserved. It is here reproduced in full:

(In the Kaiser's own hand)

NEUES PALMS,
January 14, 1904.
Sir:

Profoundly impressed by the private letter which you
kindly addressed to me, I hasten to cordially thank you for
it; in reading the contents of which I felt a thrill of pride
running through me. I am, I feel most flattered that you
should have such a high opinion of my humble efforts in
my work of furthering the welfare of. my People and of
developing the resources of my country. It strikes me
that you should have so ably and clearly gauged the mo-
tives by which I am impelled. Besides I cannot refrain
from feeling proud that so eminent a man as President
Eoosevelt should follow with such interest a monarch doing
his very best to fulfil the arduous task with which heaven
has entrusted him for the prosperity of his people and of
the world. Praise as well as vituperation are generally
heaped on kings by people often, alas, not free from selfish
motives, which of course is not always easy for them to de-